
Welcome!

Gifted and talented students need gifted 

education programs that will challenge 

them and enable them to make 

continuous progress in school.

- National Association for Gifted Children



Who is Dr. Delisle?

Dr. Jim Delisle has taught gifted children and those who work on 
their behalf for more than 38 years. He is retired from Kent State 
University after 25 years of service as a professor of special 
education. Throughout his career, he has taken time away from 
college teaching to return to his "classroom roots," volunteering 
as an elementary and secondary teacher. He has published over 
19 books and 250 articles.
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Introductions

• Ashley Ellis, Assistant 

Superintendent for Instruction

• Tina Lane, Director of Instructional 

Programs



Purpose

The committee serves as a support 

group to review and make 

suggestions about gifted programs 

and to promote community 

awareness of gifted education.



An Effective Advisory Committee 

for Gifted Education:

• positively represents the community it serves;

• collaborates with school division staff and the 

community;

• focuses attention on gifted education issues, 

not individual concerns or complaints; and

• utilizes new information, current research, 

and best practices in gifted education to guide 

the work of the committee.



A Year in Review

• Hosted a variety of speakers on key issues in gifted 

education

– Dr. Delisle

– Keeping students emotionally safe

– Mindset of gifted learners

– Executive function skills and gifted learners

– Best practices for academic acceleration

• Developed Gifted Education Strategic Action Plan

• Piloted the Iowa Acceleration Scale as a tool for 

academic acceleration (resource for schools)



A Year in Review

• Developed a FUTURA welcome webpage for 

parents/guardians (over 500 hits).

• Collected baseline data on EDGE program practices 

and implementation (expand the program across 

division) 



• Smith Professor Emerita of 
Education

• Founding Director of the Center 
for Gifted Education at The 
College of William and Mary

• Author of 28 books and over 
550 journal articles, book 
chapters, and scholarly reports 

Dr. Joyce VanTassel-Baska





Go Slow to Go Fast

Even the leaders of the past who made 

great achievements knew the importance 

of going slow. The founder of the Roman 

Empire, Augustus, would use the Latin 

phrase “Festina Lente.” This translates to: 

“Make haste, slowly.”



Moving Forward



Community Input

• A survey link will be posted on the 
Gifted and Talented webpage for 
ongoing feedback on the program 
model changes. 



GUEST SPEAKER
Dr. James Delisle




